Skeeter/EZ Loader/UFP break systems
These trailers are notorious for break issues and I’ve never owned one that didn’t have some problems and unfortunately have had to work on every inch of them at one time or another so I hope to help my fellow Skeeter owners to avoid some of these problems.
Avoid issues
[image: ][image: ]The number one accessory you want to have is the metal cap with lock out or the lock out tool. This will save you a lot of headaches. First if you ever find yourself needing to lock out the breaks manually, you can use this to disengage the breaks quickly. Next when you take your boat in to the dealer for service I suggest you turn the cap to the “Locked” position or zip tie the tool in place. Most dealerships don’t take the time to plug in the lights/breaks when moving your rig around the lot and when they back it up and the breaks lock up I can attest to the fact that they will just push the trailer with the tires squealing causing undue wear on your breaks.

Maintenance 
[image: ]Always check the fluid level at least once every few trips, this is the fastest way to catch an issue before it becomes a costly problem. Use Dot 3 or Dot 4 brake fluid. The plastic plug has a pin in the bottom of it and is the fill stick for the system. Fill the reservoir till the pin just touches the fluid. 
Every time you have the bearings repacked or replaced make sure the caliper slides are re-greased with lithium grease. The number of times this gets submerged in water is the main cause for calipers locking up. Also make sure that the black plastic caps are still there if not replace them ASAP!
The next thing you need to keep an eye on is the rubber hose that linked the metal line to the caliper this should be checked every couple of months by reaching under the boat and wiggling it a little and see if you get fluid on your hand.

[image: ]Don’t assume EZ loader knows what they are doing
I had to replaced the main break line last year on mine and found that the factory had used three couplers to splice together short lines to save money (WTF) and this caused the line to move around a lot in the frame causing it to wear down and create a leak. I found this out after all the fluid had leaked out and caused more problems, so I check the fluid after every two or three trips.
Also when I ordered new rotors from them they sent the wrong ones and I ended up missing a week’s worth of fishing. Add to this you can find all the parts for your break system for half the price on the web.

Break lines
This is the hardest part of the system to work on and if you have never done break lines before I suggest you get help. Flaring, bending and running lines take’s patents and practice. Flaring the lines is an art and if not done right will cause more problems so I will not get into details on this type of repair. But I will tell you that these lines require a double flare. 

Bearings
Again this is something that should be done only if you have done it before but if you want to jump in there is plenty of tutorials out there.

[image: ][image: ]Actuator 
this is the part most people are afraid to work on but is one of the easiest things to replace. And I say replace because must dealerships and repair shop will charge you big bucks to work on 
(I was quoted $400 to replace the master cylinder) yet you can buy the entire actuator for $165 and it takes one third the time to replace the entire actuator than just the master cylinder. Make sure when you do buy the actuator that you get the one with the “BACK-UP SOLENOID” included
You need to disconnect the power wire to the solenoid and break line at the back of the actuator then remove the two large pins that hold it in place (You need a set of ring clip pliers) One pin is behind the yellow reflectors on the side (.99 cents each) As long as you don’t mess up the break line fitting this should take about 30 minutes.

[image: ]Calipers
[image: ]These are standard UFP aluminum caliper but if you have the cash and are replacing them anyways I suggest you upgrade to the zinc ones. And if you are replacing these always replace the rubber break line that connects the caliper to the hard lines. The calipers come with a new set of shoes and retainer. Some companies include the mounting bolts but if they don’t its best that you get the new ones with the locktite already on the threads. Most do not include the mounting bracket but the old one will work just fine unless it was damaged in some way.

Bleeding your breaks
[image: ]This is easier than you would think, UFP designed the actuator so you can actually bleed the system by yourself but I wouldn’t recommend it. Under the actuator you will find a small hole you can insert a flathead screw driver in to push on the master cylinder push rod and pump the master cylinder. You will also see a tab sticking out next to the hole this is a lock that will hold the master cylinder in a pumped up position and will need to be pushed to release the pressure on the fluid.
[image: ]I recommend you use a bleeder hose and bottle seen in many bleeder kits ( A pop bottle and aquarium tubing will do the trick just fine) this will help avoid air getting sucked back into the caliper if you fail to close the bleeder screw before releasing the pressure on the fluid. Cut a small hole in the bottle push the tubing in the hole till it reaches the bottom, push the other end of the tubing over the bleeder screw. Than place a small amount of fluid in the bottle, this will allow you to see the air coming out of the line as well as suck fluid back up if the screw is left open. Always bleed the caliper furthest from the actuator first. Last but not least if you have never bled breaks before get someone that has to help you.
Hope this helps
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